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M-Mh‘_ 3,000 d. Rural Kurdistan has
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vindictive Iragl reglme.

iraq continues its campaign of ge ide with chemical o
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qmw-mmm s tly violated the Ge
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avidence” (Sir Geoffroy Howe), Biritain has doubled its trade with raq.
Againthe interests of the Arab ol lobby have prevalied over
valses. Principles must be mightier than greed - chemical weapons must
not prodiferate. Saddam must not get away with it Please help ws:

HALABJA DAY MEETING
Thursday March 16, 6.15pm.
Committee Room 4,
Houses of Parliament

PROTEST MARCH
Saturday March 18, 12 noon
Speakers Corner,
Hyde Park, London.

Write to your MP, your MEP and the United
|¥atlo

ns.
Organised by the Remember Halabja
Committee.

Sponsors Include IRAQI KURDISTAN FRONT, Lord McNak, Bishop
VrawMMWIP David Amkinson MP, Sir
MP, D MW.MMIIP.MMWD
Kaith Bencliey MP, Ken Livingston MP, Dafydd Th NP, D i
~P “Wl’ Harry Cobmn MP, Alsn Belth MP, At Hon, Dr Jobn
Gibert NP, Yo MP, A Bave MEP, CND. Nationa! Peace
Council, END, mn-nmm Working Party on Chemical and
Biclogical W Chemical W\ Action Group, Defence for
mmmmumm
Domﬂmcmb.madolomwcm
tee, 13 Stockwell Rd., London SW9. For further information
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BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL 23 FEBRUARY 1991 iii

KURDISH SCIENTIFIC AND MEDICAL ASSOCIATION

HALABJA DAY, 3rd Anniversary

Symposium on Chemical and Biological Weapons

i 8th March 91 1.30pm-6pm, Clinical Lecture Theatre,

ﬂ Northwiek Park Hospital, Watford Road, Harrow, Mlddlesex.
Tube Station: Northwick Park

Speakers: Dr. Alistair Hay, Consultant Chemical Pathology, Leeds

University. “Chemical Weapons”.

Professor Steven Rose, Professor of Biology, Open University.
. “Biological Weapons™. P

Dr John Castello, Consultant Physician, Kings College Hospital,

London. “Clinical Aspects & Management of Victims”,

Dr. Delawer Ala’Aldeen, Kurdish Scientific and Medical Assaciation.

“Use of Ghemical Weapons in Kurdistan”.

Dr. Julian Perry-Robinson, Senior Fellow, Science Research Unit,
“Sussex University. “Chemical and Biological Warfare in International
Law”.

All welcome. Contribution of £5 on admission is appreciated.

K.S.M.A.. BCM Box 5952, London WC1N 3XX. Tel: 071-274 9254.
> (15592-4)GP
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Kurdish
refugees
‘poisoned’
Ankara — Hundreds of Iraqi

Kurds in a refugee camp in
south-east Turkey, who are ap-

parently suffering from food {

goisoning. may have eaten
ood that was intention
contaminated, Turkish offi-
cials conceded, writes Tim
The Kurds who have been in
Mardin camp necar the Iraqgi
) ‘attacks in Iraqg last

r, say that 3,000

:

2

were poisoned after cat-
mlacedwimmtpoison. L

and that SO are critically ill

bread deliserefelrto them on g
r of Mardin,
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Poisoning of Kurdish refugees in Turkey

SIR,—Poisoning by an unknown agent was reported in June, 1989,
to have affected some 2070 Kurdish refugees (667 children, 740
women, 663 men) living in Mardin camp in Turkey (total
population 15 157). The refugees had fled from Iraq in 1988 to
escape government forces harrying them with chemical and
conventional weapons. The symptoms were diarrhoea, abdominal
cramps, vomiting, disturbance of speech, disorientation, inability to
walk on a straight line, general weakness, and temporary paralysis of
the limbs; recovery was slow. The symptoms suggested some
neurotoxic agent(s). Samples of blood and bread (thought to have
been the vehicle for the poison) were brought back to the UK by
J. F. and by Mr Gwynne Roberts, a television journalist.

Blood was taken from 20 very sick men, women, and children
(aged 2-50) five days after the occurrence of symptoms. Only 8
samples could be transported to the UK. Blood was put in sterile
heparinised plastic tubes and kept at ambient temperatures for five
days before analysis. Qualitative analysis for neurotoxic heavy
metals was done in the clinical biochemistry departments of the
University of Southampton, St Luke’s Hospital, Guildford, and in

the poison unit, Guy’s Hospital Medical School. Thallium,
mercury, lead, copper, and barium were sought by inductively
coupled plasma-source mass spectrometry. One laboratory
reported lead, mercury, and barium in one sample of bread and in
two blood samples; the other two laboratories could not confirm
those findings in the same, or other, samples. Screening for
trichothecene mycotoxins in bread was done after extraction and
elution on charcoal-aluminium columns.? No mycotoxins were
detected. Screening for nitrogen/phosphorus compounds was done
by gas chromatography and gas chromatography/mass
spectrometry.

Cholinesterase activity was assessed in two blood samples by
measuring the changes in absorbence at 405 nm (EPOS 5060
analyser) resuling when the chromogen 5,5'-dithiobis(4-
nitrobenzoic acid) reacts with the thiocholine iodide produced by
the action of the enzyme on a highly diluted sample of
acetylthiocholine iodide. The assay was calibrated with
acetylcholinesterase of known activity. The two samples evinced
severe inhibition, the lower limit of normal for cholinesterase being
about 9-0 kU/I:

Cholinesterase activity (kU/I) in blood:

Treated with Treated with
Sample U d  prallidoxir bread
Test 1 70 170 s
Test 2 48 154
Control 1 204 258 w0
Control 2 151 s 152
Control 3 256 230

To ensure that high ambient temperatures had not reduced the
cholinesterase activity a standard solution of pure enzyme was kept
at 25°C for five days. The enzyme activity in this sample did not
differ from that of a freshly thawed standard. To exclude genetic or
nutritional causes for the low enzyme activity, a cholinesterase
reactivator, prallidoxime (4 pg per 500 ml blood), was introduced to
reactivate the cholinesterase in the two samples and in the controls.
Prallidoxime will also remove organophosphates attached to the
activity site of the cholinesterase causing an increase in enzyme
activity. A three-fold increase in activity was recorded in the
samples whereas the increase was only 20% for the controls.

Gas chromatography of the test blood samples revealed only one
significant peak, indicating a nitrogen/phosphorus compound. This
was identified as 2-hydroxyethylbenzthiazol, a product of ethylene
oxide (a sterilising agent) and benzthiazol (a vulcanising agent), and
was almost certainly present in the syringes used to collect
the samples. In control samples a large concentration of
2-hydroxyethylbenzthiazol (200 pg/ml) had no detectable effect on
cholinesterase activity either immediately or after five days’
incubation at room temperature.

A sample of bread was extracted into diethyl ether and the solvent
was evaporated to dryness. Some of the residue was then added to
two reference blood samples. There was only a very small and not
significant decrease in cholinesterase activity.

‘We would have liked to have had more blood samples but the 8
analysed were smuggled out at great risk, and the Turkish
authorities would not allow independent medical investigators into
the camps.

The symptoms reported were consistent with poisoning by a
neurotoxic agent, but there were very many possibilities so the three
laboratories were asked to look for particular agents. The finding of
heavy metals in some samples by one laboratory could not be
repeated by the other two, which suggested that metals, if present,
were not at concentrations sufficient to cause the symptoms.
Valuable material was used up in the screening process, and it was
only as a last resort that the two remaining specimens were tested for
cholinesterase inhibition. The findings point to a potent nerve agent
(organophosphorus) as the cause of the poisoning.

Commercially available organophosphorus pesticides are an
improbable source of the poisoning because of their low toxicity.
Their foul smell and taste would make it difficult for anyone to
consume sufficient to cause the symptoms reported.
Organophosphorus pesticide metabolites are quite easy to detect
but none were found by the UK National Poison Unit. Nerve gases
cannot be ruled out. They would cause some of the symptoms
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reported, but some equally toxic organophosphate may have been
responsible. Organosphosphorus chemical warfare agents inhibit
acetylcholinesterase and do so rapidly. The rate of recovery is
determined by the degree of poisoning and by what caused it, and
enzyme activity can remain depressed for weeks.

Inhibition of acetylcholinesterase would explain the symptoms
reported by most of the patients in Mardin, and the rate of recovery.
The fact that no traces of an organophosphate agent were found
might be explained by the time delay between poisoning and blood
collection. Bread had been singled out as the most likely source of
the poisoning but we can find no evidence to support this claim. The
bread sample we received may not have been representative or a
toxic organophosphate originally present in the bread may have
been inactivated. No detailed investigation in the camp was done
and the source of the cholinesterase inhibiting agent remains
unknown.

These refugees had fled from chemical attacks on their homes in
northern Iraq in August, 1988. They now claim to have been the
victims of another mass-poisoning attempt. The evidence available
does suggest something very sinister. It is unlikely that we are
talking about a common commercially available chemical, so the
chance of accidental poisoning is remote. Most of the victims have
recovered, and the UN High Commission for Refugees now has
access to Kurdish refugee camps in Turkey. If this poisoning was, as
we strongly suspect, deliberate, it has serious implications for the
international community.

We thank Dr J. Henry and Dr B. Widdop (National Poison Unit, Guy’s
Hospital); Dr A. Walker and Dr A. Taylor (St Luke’s Hospital, Guildford);
and Dr T. Delves and Mr C. Fellows (Southampton University) for help and

advice.

Kurdish Scientific and Medical Association, DLAWER ALA’ALDEEN
London WC1 JouN FORAN

Poison Unit,

New Cross Hospital, London IvoN HOUSE

Department of Chemical Pathology,

0ld Medical School,

University of Leeds,

Leeds LS2 9JT, UK ALASTAIR HAY

1. Independent June 2, 1989.
2. Thomas R, Romer J. The use of small charcoal/alumina clean-up columns in the

detection of tricothecene mycotoxins in foods and feeds. 7 Assoc Off Analyt Chem
1986; 69: 699-703.
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Iraqis accused of

PANIC spread through the
crowded tenements where 11,500

* Iraqi Kurdish refugees live out-

side the south-eastern Turkish
town of Diyarbakir as hundreds
fell ill after eating contaminated
bread with their evening meal late
on Thursday night. Turkish offi-
cials blamed bad yeast for the
mass poisoning, but Kurdish
groups said the bread was deliber-
ately spiked.

The incident coincides with a
letter in today’s Lancet in which a
group of toxicologists who studied
a similar mass poisoning in the
Turkish camps last year said there
was strong suspicion that the ear-
lier case had been deliberate.

In Diyarbakir, about 2,000 refu-
gees, most of them women and
children, were ferried to hospi-
tals, vomiting, fainting and com-
plaining of stomach cramps and
swelling limbs. By late on Friday,
150 were still being treated, al-
though few serious cases re-
mained.

Although the Turkish officials
blamed yeast contamination,

- Ekrem Mayis, the Diyarbakir

Kurds’ leader, accused Iraqi
agents of putting toxic chemicals
into the bread at the camp’s bak-
ery. Refugees said there had been
unusual yellow spots in the bread
as in a similar poisoning incidents
in another Kurdish camp at Mar-
din last year.

Mr Mayis said Baghdad wanted
to force refugee Kurds to disperse
or to take the road back south to
Iraq, where a steady stream of ref-

poisoning Kurds

By Hugh Pope in Ankara
and Harvey Morris

ugees has headed in recent
months, despairing of an im-
provement of their lot in Turkey.

Today’s letter to The Lancet
was signed, among others, by Dr
John Foran, who together with
the British journalist, Gwynne
Roberts, visited the heavily-pa-
trolled Mardin camp where 2,070
refugees were poisoned last year,
and smuggled out blood and
bread samples. Intensive exami-
nation of the samples by a num-
ber of specialist establishments in
Britain, using gas chromatogra-
phy and mass spectrometry,
pointed to the “a potent nerve
agent (organophosphorus) as the
cause of the poisoning”.

The letter, which is also signed
by Dlawer Ala’aldeen of the
Kurdish Scientific and Medical
Association, Ivon House of the
Poison Unit at New Cross Hospi-
tal in London and Alistair Hay of
the Leeds Department of Chemi-
cal Pathology, concludes: “The
evidence available does suggest
something very sinister.

“It is unlikely that we are talk-
ing about a common commer-
cially available chemical, so the
chance of accidental poisoning is
remote . .. If this poisoning was,
as we strongly suspect, deliberate,
it has serious impliqgtions for the
international community.”
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Middle East

HEALTH

Doctors back refugees'’
chemical attack claims

KURDISH refugees who fled
to Turkey in fear of chemical
attacks in Iraq, appear to be
victims of deliberate mass
poisoning.

Last June over 2000
Kurdish refugees at the
Mardin refugee camp in
Turkey suffered mysterious
poisoning. Blood samples
from eight affected people
have been analysed at three
laboratories in the UK.

Kurdish refugees seek medical help in Turk

In a letter to The Lancet
(February 3 p287-8) doctors
who analysed the samples
say the results strongly
indicate that some form of
nerve agent was involved,
possibly as a contaminant of
food. They ‘strongly suspect’
that the poisoning was
deliberate.

Symptoms included
diarrhoea, vomiting,
stomach cramps, speech

0036399 Iudlie (5359l
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disturbances, disorientation,
weakness and temporary
paralysis. Those worst
affected took many weeks to
recover.

The samples were first
screened for heavy metals
and for mycotoxins but with
negative results. Then the
remaining samples were
tested for cholinesterase
activity and both showed
severe inhibition of the
enzyme, pointing to a nerve
agent of some kind.

Iraq used nerve gasesin
conditions of open warfare in
The Gulf War. Now, it seems,
they have found a new use:to
contaminate the food of
unprotected civilians.

Doctors faced with people
affected by these agents may
use atropine and oximes to
treat the symptoms,
according to Dr Dlawar
Ala’Aldeen of the Kurdish
Scientific and Medical
Association and one of the
authors of the Lancet paper.

As a first line of treatment
and if symptoms are severe,
involving convulsions, large
doses of atropine should be
given up to 2mg
intravenously every five
minutes until the effects
begin to subside.

But is should never be used
in the absence of such
poisoning as it can have fatal
side-effects.

A second line of treatment
is to try to reactivate the
enzyme by giving an oxime.

But this has only limited
effect. The enzyme inhibition
caused by nerve agents is
usually irreversible.
Moreover, they can have
serious side-effects.

In some cases valium has
proved helpful given as 5mg
intravenously every 10
minutes up to a total of 15
mg. But treatment is mainly
supportive, providing
artificial ventilation where
possible and removing
secretions from the bronchial
tubes when necessary.
Symptoms disappear slowly
as the body makes new
enzyme,which can take
several weeks.

But since the decision to
use atropine and oxime rests
on knowing beyond
reasonable doubt that a
nerve agent is responsible it
is important to establish this
as soon as possible.

Doctors faced with this
situation should take as
many blood samples as
possible, says Dr Alastair
Hay of Leeds University
Chemical Pathology
Department, another of the
Lancet authors. Whole blood
or serum can be used but it
should be frozen or kept as
cool as possible until
cholinesterase activity can be
measured.

Dr Hay also suggests that
doctors try to obtain samples
of the agent itself if the food
or other substance used to
introduce it can be identified.
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Turkish commandos stand guard over a group of Kurds who gave up their guns after crossing into Turkey to escape Iragi troops.
 force Guards ~ in le. Many of the population son that the better of the rmor later went one step fur-

mmw ofHa.lkndcmws:a‘lnmthe m‘Amdlalum"m

and basic medical supplics are the presence of Turkish Kurdish ~ Semdinli. relatives in northern  town he said,
available. guerrillas, the PKK. Tehran has For all the tension that the lnqlndl.hemﬁywlliun’- local cinema to hear the conclu-  “found two dead Kurds. |
A yougog:lc jon MPs  said that it is prepared to accept  Kurds have created in this part of  ish as their T tongue. sion of the ition MPson the  took parts of their bodies for an
from the Soci: tic and  all the refugees. Four thousand  the country, one of the striking Everybody is concerned to find  use of chemical weapons against  ai . There is no doubt that
Populist P"K:" a fact-finding  have so far travelled over the bor-  features remains the level of help  out what is happening in  the Kurds, The MPs said there  the Iragis have been using chemi- |,
mission in area have ex- derinto Iran, to be met by Iranian  they have received from the local  northern It was for that rea-  was proof of their use, The local  cal weapons.” q
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New evidence of
Iraqgi germ war

NEW EVIDENCE has emerged
that Traq is using blological
WeAZONAS In its attempts to crush
rebel areas in the north
of the country.

felie! workers belleve an
w«wwbh;wnu of

nt rdish ¢

of Sulzimaniys has been aug
by » special bacteris cultured by
Iragd scientists in Isborstory
« ons

Scores of Xerds have died
from typhoid in serth Kardisten
since Iraq lunched ity offensive
agalnat Kerdinh geerrills grougs
and relief workers fear the virus
could soon reach epidemic
propoctions.

Iraq has repeatedly denbed

by Con Coughlin

beea treated consly
tent with being attacked by
chemicel gas.

Now Kurdish docters, mount-
ing & relef operstion in Sulss
maniya, are convi Iraq has

ogical  weapon
Inte its artenal of bamned

lmof cutbreaks of typhoid
from contaminated water usu-

elly involve several different
strains of becteris. and uwually

hdudeahuomumu such as
umm to Dr Diswer

at Ahnik«omu Kaediah British

Medics! and Scientific |
Gnup in this week
tion of Scientiet, all the bac-
teria %o far iselated in
Sulaimaniya are from a single
typhold strain.

If Jrag Is using blological
weapons It will be the latest ina
long Foe of banned wea s

edi

s has wsed to curh the Rurdish
rebellion.

Kuedish wil i the Selal

maniys and | haw

been bombyrded with mustard
s singe Ageil 16T gnd the by
qis 3heo put thallium Ialn food:

The Sunday Telegraph 25/9/1988
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IRAQ may be using biological weapons in
its attempt 1o reassert control over rebel
Kurdish areas in the north of the country,
according to Kurdish doctors, Dr Diawer
Alaaldeen of the Kurdish British Medical
and Scientific Support Group (SMSK) says
that an uncontrollable outbreak of typhoid
fever in the city of Sulaimaniya may be
caused by bacteria that have been cultured

in the laboratory.

Normally, any major outbreak of
typhoid ansing from contaminated water
will involve several different strains of the
bacteria, and often other organisms such as
cholera. But in Sulaimaniya, all the bacte-
ria isolated so far have been of a single
typhoid strain, Alaaldeen said last week.

Typhoid has long been included in the
world’s biological arsenals. Although it can
be comrollgl by vaccination and anti-
biotics, it may still be effective inst
communities without sophisticated facili-
ties for health care.

The organism, Salmonella typhi, grows
rapidly on simple media and can be

repared easily. Just one kilogram of
reeze-dried  typhoid culture  would
contaminate a city’s water supply.

Iraq has used chemical weapons regu-
larly against the Kurds, who have been
demanding autonomy from Iragi rule for
almost 30 years. The most horrifying
instance was in Halabja last March when
around 6000 people were killed, probably
by a nerve gas called tabun.

Trtt’ggns acted rapidly, leaving no marks
on ies. Some reports said hydrogen
cyanide was used, but it is more likely that
hydrogen cyanide was produced by a reac-
tion between impurities in the tabun and
ground water,

In April 1987 and again last April,
several Kurdish villages in the regions of
Sulaimaniya and Irbil were bombarded
with mustard gas. After the attacks in 1987,
368 Kurdish civilians sought medical help
in the main hospitals of the major
cities—Sulaimaniya, Kirkuk and Irbil. The
authorities instructed the hospitals to refuse
treatment, unless the victims first signed a

Hundreds icd in this gas attack on Halabja last March

statement to say that it was Iran that had
attacked them with gas. Later, all 368 were
arrested and sent to prison in Irbil where
they were executed, say the Kurds.,

Last December, according to Kurdish
sources, Iraq put thallium into food
destined for Kurdistan. Several Kurds have
been treated recently in London for thal-
lium poisoning.

Iraq’s main chemical weapons plant is at
Samarra, 60 kilometres northwest of

dad. It occupies 25 square kilometres
inside a 160-square-kilometre exclusion
zone. The equipment, designed for a
ticide plant, was bought mainly from
irms in West Germany (Quast and Karl
Kolbe), the Netherlands (KBS and
Melchennic) and Italy (Montedison).

At first, Iraq bought the chemicals

quired as feedstock for the plant
from Europe through its State Enterprise
for Pesticide Production (SEPP). But when
Europ K imposed  export
restrictions in 1985, Iraq built its own plant
at Falluja on the banks of the Euphrates. A
new research complex to develop more
sophisticated chemical weapons has also
been built at Salman Pak, southeast of

At Samarra, Iraq is believed to produce
around 60 a th of sulphur and
nitrogen mustard, 4 tonnes of tabun and 4
tonnes of the more deadly nerve gas, sarin,
Records of chemical purchases by SEPP
suggest that Iraq is also planning to produce
the nerve gas VX, which is several times
more toxic than sarin and much less
degradable.

Iraq’s development and use of this
substantial chemical arsenal has met with
relatively little censure, despite its direct
violation of the 1925 Geneva Protocol,
which bans the use of gases in war. Iraq has
signed and ratified the protocol.

Irag has not signed the 1972 treaty
banning the production of biological
weapons. Now that the Gulf war is over, the
Kurdish population fears that Iraq will use
it increasingly as a testing ground for any
new chemical and biological weaponry. O
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MEDICINE AND WAR. VOL. 5. 197-214 (1989)
CONFERENCE REPORT

ICHP Conference: Towards Disarmament—
Combatting the Use of Chemical and
Biological Weapons and Exchanging

Information on Diagnosis and Treatment of

Victims of these Weapons

DLAWER ALA'ALDEEN msc stachs prs&n

Physician, and Secretarv, Kurdish Scientific and Medical Assoctation. BCM Box 3952,
London WCIN 3XX

The main objectives of an international conference in May 1989 on chemical and
hiological weapons (CBW) were: (1) To discuss and exchange information and experi-
ence of the protection and treatment of victims of the use of CBW: the investigation of
allegations of use of CBW: the development of ways of collaboration between experts
and the United Nations on issues of CBW: and the mobilization of public opinion against
CBW.(2) Toconstitute a special committee out of the conference that could continue the
work of the conference on the above issues and co-ordinate the viewpoints of experts and
concerned bodies: further, this committee could offer its services to the Secretary-
General of the United Nations, investigate allegations concerning the use of CBW, and
report its findings to the Secretary-General and to the Conference on Disarmament in
Geneva.

KEyworns  Chemical warfare  Gulf War  Halabja  Biological weapons
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THE INDEPENDENT Friday 9 February 1990

Visit of the Iraqi health minister

From Mr Zanyar Pizishk
Sir: The Iraqi Minister for Health
has come to Britain as a guest of
the Department of Health and is
being escorted on an official tour
of some of Britain’s hospitals and
nursing colleges. He will be meet-
ing ministers and officials includ-
ing Mr William Waldegrave, Min-
ister of State at the Foreign
Office. We cannot but express a
scnse of outrage that an emissary
of the Iragt regime, with its
proven record of violation of hu-
man rights and its documented
use of chemical weapons against
its own people, should be ac-
corded an official welcome in this
country.

Only last Saturday you carried
a report of the mass poisoning of
2,000 Kurdish refugees in south-
east Turkey allegedly at the

hands of Iraqi agents who con-

taminated the bread supply at the

Diyarbakir camp. This incident

represents the latest in a sutces-

ston of horrific attacks on Iragi

Kurds, beginning with the use of

chemical weapons against the

population of Halabja in Iraqi

Kurdistan in March, 1988.
Rather than extend the hand of

friendship to the Iraqi minister,

the British government and

health organisations should offi-

cially demand that the regime

cease the production and barbaric

use of such weapons against the

Kurdish minority.

Yours faithfully,

ZANYAR PIZISHK

Kurdish Scientific and

Medical Association

London, WC1

7 February
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWIA 2AH

From The Minister of State

13 February 1990

N M A A,

Thank you for your letter of 6 February about the visit to
Britain by the Iragi Minister of Health, Dr Sa'id. David Mellor,
then Minister of Health, invited Dr Sa'id to come to Britain
during his visit to Irag in May 1989.

I do not think there is anything to be gained from trying to
isolate Irag. It is only by maintaining a dialogue with the
Iragis, and by building upon the positive elements in our
relationship, that we can hope to have some influence on their

behaviour. Contact at Ministerial level enables us to raise
frankly our concerns about various issues, including Iraq's
human rights record. I did so when I saw Dr Sa'id on 8 February.

Britain has consistently deplored Irag's human rights record,
particularly its treatment of the Kurdish population and use
of chemical weapons. We played a leading role in the adoption
of UN Security Council Resolutions 612 and 620, which
condemned Iraqg's use of chemical weapons. We co-sponsored
last year a Resolution critical of Iraq's human rights abuses
at the UN Commission on Human Rights. The Iragis can be in

no doubt that there is very real concern in this country

about the need for a sustained improvement in their human
rights records.

The Rt Hon William Waldegrave

Dlawer Ala'Aldeen Esqg

Secretary

Kurdish Scientific and Medical Association
BCM Box 5952

LONDON

WC1IN 3XX
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 18, 1991

Dear Sundis Ala‘'Aldeen,

Your thoughtful letter to Mrs. Bush
is appreciated.

I know Mrs. Bush would want me
to convey her appreciation to you for
your thinking of her and sharing the
deep concerns of the Kurdish Women's
Association.

Sincerely,

4

’ 4’-
el o 7P

~

Julie Cooke

Director of Projects
for Mrs. Bush

Sundis Ala‘'Aldeen

Kurdish Women's Association
BCM Box 5952

London WC1N 3XX

England
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Thursday April 4 1§91
Iragi regime’s systematic slaughter of Kurdish and Shi’ite rebels
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Thatcher urges
‘mercy mission’
of tents and food |
tofleeing Kurds |
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declined to mention
any need for renewed mili-
tary intervention by the
aﬂfd forces, or by anyone
e

“It should not be beyond
the wit of man to get planes
there with tents, with food,
and with warm blankets,”
she said. “I think we should
take very firm steps. We
should go now — it is a real
mercy mission.”

Dr Dalwer Ala-Aldeen of
the Kurdish Scientific and
Medical Association said Mrs
Thatcher had promised to do
all she could io heip. “She
was very sympathetic, she
was very understanding and
she has been very well in-
formed about the situation.”

Mrs Thaicher said later
that she had agreed to meet
the Kurdish deputation after
hearing radio reports de-
scribing the “pitiful state” of
refugees in the mountains
bordering Turkey.
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10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SWIA 2AA

From the Private Secretary

5 April 1991

Den b Ao dheon,

Thank you for your letter of 2 April to the Prime Minister
about the situation of the Kurdish peoples in Irag. I have been
asked to reply.

We are deeply concerned about the position of the
Kurdish minorities in Iraq, who are now being forced to flee from
the brutal repression of government forces. We are taking
action to meet the urgent humanitarian needs of the Kurdish
peoples and are seeking to ensure pressure is brought to bear to
stop the Iragi regime's action against them.

The United Kingdom has already contributed some $6 million
via the ICRC and UNDRO to meet humanitarian needs in the Gulf
region. Yesterday, the Prime Minister announced that a further
£0.5 million has been contributed to the ICRC's operations in
Iraq and, also, we received the agreement of the Turkish
authorities to permit the rapid dispatch of two British aircraft
carrying humanitarian relief for the Kurdish refugees. The
European Community has pledged some £21.5 million for
humanitarian assistance in the Gulf, of which the UK's
contribution is over £4 million. We will continue to play our
full part in helping to meet the humanitarian needs of the
Kurdish peoples.

In addition, we have taken further steps to ensure this
urgent issue receives the attention it deserves. The Prime
Minister has written to his European colleagues to ensure
a full discussion at the European Council meeting on 8 April. He
has also spoken to President Bush about our concerns. We have
been in touch with the Turkish authorities in London and Ankara
pressing them to open the Turkish border for Iragi refugees.

We also played a leading role in the adoption of Security
Council Resolution 687 on a formal ceasefire to the Gulf
conflict. The terms we require Irag to accept are stringent -
and rightly so. Amongst other conditions, the Resolution
provides for the elimination of Irag's weapons of mass
destruction. It imposes a strict embargo on the sale of arms.
The terms are designed not only to ensure that Irag cannot
threaten its neighbours again, but also to prevent a repetition
of the appalling events at Halabja.

Following the adoption of that Resolution, the Security
Council is now urgently considering what action it can take over
the position of the Kurdish peoples. We are working for the very
strongest consensus in condemnation of Iraq's brutality towards
its own people. We will demand that Irag should cease its
actions against civilians and help the dispatch of humanitarian
relief to all parts of Iraq.

We are conscious of the need to do all we can to help the
Kurdish people. We have explained why the coalition forces
cannot interfere in Iraq's internal affairs. But we have also
made clear that we will not shed any tears for Saddam Hussain
should he fall from power and that we look forward to welcoming
into the international community a democratic Iraq which respects
the political and human rights of all its pecples.

(J. S. WALL)
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- Helping
#7hand for’
stranded:
botanist

By Jenny Rees

THE Royal Society is rush
through an application fe
fellowship from a Kurd
assistant professor of bot
waiting to take up a pos
Sheffield University. He
stranded on the Iraqi-Tur
border. ;
Dr Riadh Dinha, 38, his MR
gdtwocll:iyldrecnwmlf pu =) el =t 9
onday by a Channel 4 News - lhz) SaSTglus dS g Clords
reporter, Andrew Veitch, with Dinha’s aﬂlieatlol before (ﬁ).f ?‘ e Ay
other Kurdish refugees at a Christmas, but were not able to Obogdilga> s> 4
camp in northern Iraq. assess it because of the prob-
Mr Veitch approached Dr n with
Dri:'ha and'v‘:s m%ll.. a
professor o 1rul-
uated from Sh‘:ayeld Univ:
sity. I am trying to get
there and I am waiting to
from the Royal Society.”
The television repo
seen on Monday by
Croft, manager of the
ment of Animal and
Sciences at the university.
Mr Stephen Cox, of the
Society, said: “We received D

are rushing it w

® Tim Butcher writes: Dr
Dlawer Ala’Aldeen, 30, work-
ing in Iran with the British
was Save the Children charity, saw
a familiar face in one refugee
camp — his sister, who had
walked more than 50 miles
from Iraqi Kurdistan. He had
not seen her since he left Iraq

six years ago.

\

Uog @iBanys 9 (g JEU pogdigalis ey 3943 S UL A 950 kiS4 (42592 o)
0903,S oMb (s4S dlgan 103, Sales bos (S4alify)




135905 1009
Hde3S (503352

309 0a0ls Saesdn 4 0LASU4a (O 495418048 1 5LAS 4 G4ST4s 948 54,33
JE4 (ax s94edS S apddd gl da esls oL A 5LSHLs esle
G4 pdSdy 094Sdy 4 a9 3 ooale il 5Ll §9lySS, a9l mond]
OSsdaliay (33,8 da3S 8 IS (5993 4o 9 Caklals OLB Goud 4 4S9l 58T,
5 SUTLE 348 5 uSea 082 9 Olerws 032 9 JluSle wibls JaS4 oty plmsias
o539) 5 1,8 (658 b ty9 U OLeSEiEgS (K32995 idz 55 (owdS 993 9 Capeso poals
JS OlarigaSinsgly cnaidz cadisgle g4l Lls olailSonidaliay Saa3S LD
Slls 5 oisd Sl Olads Ielmids pay (A GG s Kile) Gilsleent]

gl Ol 0 99bndS 4S S Aa3S 945 ¢332 J4S4) 95y Y (LS dalie

5Ld (S)53eyda (G4y8) Sioydus v9dale o9l gl AS gdididda Lidy 945 glagde A
$azob 4 s Gilo)La s Laa ssdils 5093 4l Hda (3,8 @€ 4WdS 9 5y99iu
9 OLaleyS s GEE93)35 5 Olanyde 9 384w 9 O3 5 sblade 9 il 9 cedosydw
95 4 Oliggy gas sdzgl (Sas (98,38 Lo, 9 3LSs> Gdigrw 4 i
535943 5 4sly 5 093 5 43S (2 (lass Wl gy Mgda (2 P4 9913, LS)ss
3900945 3 Olgayte 3 4l 9 38w sgdinyses ileibis (SIds 59 cdindyds sgdinydins
GSAss 9o 9 and Grudd 9 OLaLeS gagdindins (ASULs 9 OlueydaS (ST45 5
43S g4 4y GuSeSHdS (s 640,55 0liwysS 5 0has b K53k 4 ydu 653 ls5

% 095,85 OLISS) Gleda 9 9905,S L) lawileils



D39 g Jois 3 699 136

o s .
P . oy 3 3 2oA S
e AN TR T E P

@4 s 100, Hog o Cwodd) L;\,fboﬂéu 94 9gubdn
.0943yL&0d QL!5434@5§)4§_? ‘



137 59505 109

9 0349 gl9d> OB B9 9L 9 OBl (2 5 OB AYFS & Ul 9 Jlo 13 4 019l (sian
W09RLS A il dS g 9dS 3 Cwdddy Cadazd) 4 OLSI) 5




Ir9 g fesss 3 b9fap 138
OB0)19b (so9dilgd>

s4iaass A 9 8rd (53,1 sLels) 5 (O8Gdas; ¢lels) cowssyds GsLb G 4
323 9diggydy 859l Hhda £0. pluti )Y L (pax) B)la 99w Sk
29459931, ilgd> | dS VY pdamydis 4 Lylida Yo v Lods cdilgdd (e Gilmliysl)
Cedodydus 9 Ll 9§k g eaaids 9 (O3,80w) 8935 E4wdS 4l (o9 (Gup ilgds
535k 9> 9 ellds 9 083 9 9luilin 9 3blada o (Gadds 9 lalu slgur 5 54w )
855 o y3 648033l 9«95 ly3dels (1Y AAA Jlasds esayds 4l) 59a3S 4J d5lwdS 9ol
Siays (& olass baa 5 0990 Jle & 5 648,10 Slida Leidy gadun . oyhy3dasls Slass
Loy Lody o 09454303 0odS Sl Couay 4158, s gdagl Lo 9 ydyed
LIL 9 beyg 9 24l da Eeylols 5ol idady 5,Ses 3 GBs)la 4 oLy,

0355 d G992 Syt 455 G sLise 53 HISa)Ls 4 ¥y 8,8 s 1990

cObsginydy slos . 950 iS4 og by 35 A (80,195 ilhjdals 5 (AdndS &3lsise
9 «O84SE Ko3,35 diailins 5 ¢yilass s9ailoyloli s 4 Ly 5 (g (SSle) 91,585,
(algo Tasdy (3ad HaS4s) 805055400 Koay3s sgdidenlsSilios 1US353, wide (glon 4!
dadslgad .99ty Jl A OledydSnde 4S5 y3le 3 950 15 Olisydugils ailoas
Sidida 9 @4 5 GLE Koy o 1B olddilblas 5 oalss 5 b
4 oLl GasS> 5 sd gaida 4 gg lu oludddlle 6058 seuidalia
Gl A (gdusylols Ll V0. -V o v gl (diggal o .cdndSsadily (IS8l (gagdiinlgS
Sld gbidd 4SSl g (45 Kooy3s digedindS olylida oo Lids ((9sy ils
Sl 9 484 da ciludS 15 6,19l 532> 945 .99 5 SEsLA S5l 4 oLy cosdiggle
syl Sl 4 Gl )85 (5S4 $9ils OS5 4y 993 Olida sgdsiises S35 3
9 o9l S bl GdSix oodlgames S Sdiasid 40 5 3> 4 OB, 950w
1303 GLIGLE OE0)lols a9899: iLiggs laddey 033 94d (LS (53398 LS Gudsida
83,lie0 lydiles (OB, 990w 8y993 9 (Sogiw 0)Lh Eb2yS |y SEWIHS (32 4S
Srtugl> 956 9 0L cogaile di3pmes (LS a0yle3 Lls3 (65,358 s 5 0S8, 195 (I8, s
3 Oloyle 4S UK o5 Lda (iloes clifdy wide goole v plivgdilod> (&S99

294153808



1395905 12509

945 udd lids gyale ol celiadly 3L 354 950 lda OS> 5 Sl ¢ s)lsls
9 69¥4S glidy 9 oA, LiSes oL 4 950 L shgeals oLis Jlods dloydu
a8ty 9]y 33000 §u Susyla UK 95 Lida cewlyliss Sl 5 635 10s,lgu0
slioai) Josla b pluss VA 335 99038 42 GLy3s dl> Giaibl oyt o
Doz 3 93 Srosiu Srbd cnallioydd 4S (titonydu Gl deger (dusdxlotde
233 SBLL Glalddy G9ad 90395 945 993 o (5859l (s4S dunydi dilgidutils sead4d4,
254 4Sglideyed la)lagli SiEs3hoda 4l . slid 9y98 6535,S geoli 94 5 990 b
cddda olses el o £3589 9 ETITR 158,106 ol 9 O3LL sdwdy 9 690918
099:LSU ugigh beill FdegS> ¥ (Edalidiyaw 5 OFLL 35 galsds

093218 s & Giyles 9 0L G0,S adla A g,

¥ (Gl sda o4 Jwle G 4.9 4S4STUS iida oyt 38,5 Loydu
4.5 Gide (SH3)S (2yl95 4S 9920045 09l 951 plosayd slady GiLL o b sl
S Ele a4y (ohSes Gidls has 4 (Oged 5 gruds) oL GEs)La 4 gida
o395 gLily b 45 < 990 (tass YY b Ble S)lias S sl 990 1S i0)35 9 992 o)y
s coddda Liwsgss ol,S 4y 535 OS48lic §i dasis 9 951 Oliyda 535 sl

9542 OLS CliSdasid gsada B4 95iu 5L b LS Liggaaaly 9 (Allue 4

992 Ay 5 G88,La 4 s aidalidy g4s,35 dl> « 38 9 il daiiindS 4S G4l gds
4 o8494S50 9 Jlo b A ooylols aVdy 95uas LiSes b 9 OFLL 35 &) eaS
ol G dagS> S4eS 9 cgdSquddn 4l dl)lgls 945 .0y 95a],S cruls (Adlisyad
Olsgen 9 ilidy 9 widy 9 Layes alods .099r 3l 1audzol 98 SIEASE Koay3s
Shiw OldaSiaida sl Ologiay 995 Lids clilisyda 4 Qi dylpaen
4alS A LS4y dl g9y Laydas 4 lidide )da glgSAl 403y cdugulys lebpadidee
Olsass 9 sl g ey I (Jlo V€ Gidods 35 4d) Jltie Lidda gduw « 38 IS4
G4 el 09l S il 5 GBI Hduwdy 1EE3 4l 5 gaslals
9939l HE4dS 1y dllaie 9 993 4a98 s (¥l IE) GliwaysS Gileslins

A g4y didgses 8l a3l 4 (0945 5 (US4 48l 09503,l5 iSsLi 9 19923,8



Ir9 g fesss 3 bafap 140

OLSol 9 elils 4 Ol 090933,S il 4 o Leflvin (paide AL (5535 widz sogle

£9459933,S oL

S48 V1 aSe,Ls (oS 9 948 (aillas g8 4 pole pluws V) 4 alilads 5la 4
9dle sl b 43 Gilgds 9 co9dinghyS 3y oLz 8893595 4 3lioges Lids 9 4uil (go,l9ls
s |uilodSABLE d) 9 agga952 Jaud) (Sylgws 4y laoydddus gdl . pfes S4594S 50
A ool 5 ol lefdSdl qallds gLl . 9gnp OLeShEs (4 Cauy 9 3,1 5
Cedda 4l gds03,SL 4K 3 slidy (Silgs Lol 5 wiliauls sblade S4Koa3
Gh3s 9 ,Sey oL Kedd Gl (KiSuyy widzr cgmbidals sdisded 33,
Oo9ls) Z¥4u 9 (990 ml5S Gozea 83L) O¥oyds L3SH 5)Ses Hlda,s KKy
99 Gl d> 45 TV 13633 94 4S LSS (990 stidalidy OLgs 4S (992 9ga3s
420 4S8 0 9920,S oyl OLd3s 4 Hlida (hdd TudgAdd, 48053, cdda gogled] o9
94 45y 950 pdS OB AS,She 4d3sd § Jliloes s (2997 (4995 Glddw

(099358 903545 4y Sl sty 3L (13033, wida

948 (S ¥ 9 Hdage dadw WL g (P duyds 138 4 pgla coxdeds gils Al
9 caes OLedgsd Ve -y dilsdy Jiasleds 4l omels oldleda (leda iasleds o
4813 Gl (354 5 eVl 9 455S 5 992S5) (5,5 IS (et Oledia 3
Sigdo 4SL3 415550999 55 (P 90,S 4 91303 9 05 (9355 Ol «(rgedts 9 S sy
(33083 IS E )35 4 (6195 4S duly Ll . Gilayes ¢yt 3yees Wl (LiwdSos s
OBl ydw Al Ly 09450, 4y ilgds ‘;zh_, oty (b(wldeg gooladi) GidagsSHo

Ahyasads Lo ye (S3de§SES (338



w95 oMo

141




D9 g Jords 3 b9fey 142




143 59005 10009
da3S gduwdm lalmidi

3 e ddagid 248 LS, Gdams) H4 4 99345 Hluls (S aa3S ilaalzias
Slduda fa3sl ologeda 4 Vs 5 (2 9 5Lels 5 Lils 9 5)laily qudS couidalia
s3hyxSY, JUSU 990 GLE GSlpeleds Siloxd 9 @fodS 5 SaulSh
¥ 4 BV 99y HLuls 0944 43 (0999 3LSSlgesle Lhdileds . ile HEASAS
4 psle e byt 9 plass (Kilo goloal . il,STs sauls 595 (B4l 40,35
&kl 6lols 5 ilass 48 (mgaS Lo G325 S4e3S S9laST gles Gldidss
OLe9gaids 9 9993,S4 Ol 9l Addy OliwdS (50945 Haudd (20,805 Oy E33aL5

99345 (4GB diwsad)S G4l 4 pleddileis 9 95048 535

Syt $HASE 5 gu)ld (§(liosmy4iga) LinSyng JASU 994 5945 @il 4 iy
9 GidndS U G3ledd 5 targ Gl 4S50 dazm (Sen 32 b 4) pyeseuly
AS4154S3,8 4l wslaSes Ol 55l G9l,5ST; S403S 4S gaslials 455,
Doz oty SEYeuss Jlodd gosts sl 9guss SH o Oloy e aids
O slauly Lrgds «,Sa3y09 4.3\.&-4559_6, swilyy 4 i) S . Hopda e dwss
OLsasly Baias Lot .0,Sonds pally 40 Oldlaiass 5 p3,Ses 531l o L4y,
3,865 OLEAS IS (S3403:53 5 48T (sals Ll s(oledds) LAl o Liassyes
Slaz 9t SIS Lida 9 (LdadSes gad (Kioyd s OIS 4S3 8 lundsalls> g4, 35 4
9 00l 9 SHdugla 9 o34y Gusliduls slgs gdigless Glsa83,8 4 Gl
4S5 Giasdyle> 9 J4y 9 J4S (0)S oy JaS 09 (AL aS3,8 Al 5 K4S ea3S
30 -Obogtiduls 3y (0dSs Ity 05 sidle 9 03] dlsaes Lrods cpang G850
900) Olads sl 640335 080901 K93y35 4) EASAa3S S5ushaS (33,8 HaS5uue
5, 945 3,63 Gloszgila lulddSa) o (pgass oS43T 6)lew (OEsnIKS dalusds
Gl 6348 Ol gad (Kinys 4 OB o9 sl 993 1 (swyide s> liida
9 LML 5 (it o lawly gwiSlay Js lss 4 g cogdiul s (K4S 43S

0503 VY (e 4 A8y Groadl < (ydge s |3y



DIr9 g fesss 3 bafap 144

16 FOREIGN ..

GuSob asd
S4alify) c4SaSs,
99203l Ciedui s

4S5,0 Al kS ey
2l 9 Hde3S (O il
0&94;6‘935433
Gl3g 945 (209 G455,
356 23,5 (550 diggs
G1aS3,3 bl sz
Y4 0.5k pliy 0L
&b Bls-aS3,5 Gleduus
8,5 099) 413 9324
3 O84S Gl
15550 o) 348 (50945




145 50505 230

(paiian)

BlAS S92 §2 O60)l9b Sog4il)eS

b9disydse3 6948 | ske o005 l lidda ()0l ¢ G4S 43S Lida sgdiluwts (slinydus 4l yda
A HLa A H9giw ydw deggx Oluds GV Yidaoddggs goylels b LG e
F4S (3lke (035 9 GliwdysS 6054 Olol Guilingils G3an3as (i9ss sty Sy ydu
992 5555 »54a3leS Sy 4 5315 0990 O 9854 099y 4S OIS8,l9l (Liuasiss §5952l8
Jesasiss (50903995 ke @y (9930, Gluls GSosly 6455, Lids oS desS
4 Ol 4S54T (B0la Jaos (liliragiss VY (4SS, Lids 4153y 9 990 (oluls
9 9% Bls soyty Olyy Aady GEelsl uwsiss b s 5 3)Ses sgaslaS

.bjw.‘éebﬁ

Sl9aSil 5 laeds 3 GiltensS ot uils dlsde dlsda srd o 633
din> 665,Ssdus 1,S6s s9d) by Lasgyda .59895s oy "3y $4Ss(gd4e) (1 99.”
0Lss o)L 941,48y 9 (S sz 4 Sogdde sgluila OLSIs 4,68
9945, 5589 48584 A Oliaggie 1A G925 B9diggnyayds 45 gailoal 535 (SiSTas o)L
BlAe 35y Olant VT L (84S ydu0 8yl (539433,S 815 glos 4l LogdiggsyaS o
4S il gls 545 9 oliweg OIS Aisia 13033, 9a) a¥ay (LiSes 4o 84zl 9oy s4a
Gazol 4l jda cclyas Seus 4 sgdile idesS> VAL 6098505 A (agdigg A
iy 6(2635) 4 e oda 43 955 3151 G155 9 Aly 30 sls5 90yds Gtels 2uss g(ouslly)
Lo 9 ccniesli 9 Olan 95,45 s9agMBdl 4l Lo gds . 993 3131 LG (65 995 Lida 595(a Lo )
5539a) A¥ay 99y ShiLS (d5ys8)l92) Lida (Soyds gola sduds (rogiodl 99y 313 4l
dda) Gy 4 (Uhlr) penydy ) CidasSs Goydidu dSsr 94 (suyide
Aily . 99y Dida oS> (G A ilailes 45855 Lida (895 4SS 5 994 1l (s9litgu

lids gogdilgds 31 9gada Olold 3115 Szl



Ir9 g fesss 3 bafap 146

JaSd o9 «dgas B3k 4 Al sdzoli Guibidals 5 OB ULadigle Jg>ods JaSd!
5y F¥ s 3 A3 Szl sogtile 5 mdasS JaS ljoglin (3, Siiuss
35 GEsyLa 3 4S 95y cwss s Glsgds GHluis 4Seylsl 4STds iliwsysS
Gle Goes 4 @V cdss (o90585 B4zl Jr O sgiy S @35y Vs
3 3583 Ui dy 1EALaS A GiaghaS iy (i, (O80s948 oyld (5395503)

091, Sl | yduds (3Ll ydi 5 Cly35 9 nadidigs Lt O3e 4S lass Lildws

Sl GLES 4 Lyga pydar 9 0903)S pdils Gilaydae pluuds gY0 doaddizmiy 4
J3z 450yl o545 0945 (5193 533, Lida 9 co9aiaS 5 Oledlioalals clias igges
Bl 4S 99 yadao oy OBF: 3L daggr Oluai TVl o9iog )48 8,150 5 950
oS Gl o9 ¢ 9933,S 45 3Lkl 55148 3y 535 04 9 99945 15384 o9ailyaS sy
S g led OlesSh 4 135 9 SlwssS o Olsis 63518 Jlsda &)15EL
GlSoalr s L1515 6Ll 3L go94ilaSis, 3ol 945 4S 99l ey g
9wl 4l By oy 64y S84zl Aalils JaS4) gaphds 4 95y wls

23)S343 69451ydS Al Glidldy cogdiggulgds (il Qg 4l gdiluedS 9ds ¢ Jioodids

9l 4 Gledas (Slessis JaSU 5 4ls sgdagsr Oluts STV cdesdd &35, 4
9935995 4l 4l 54 3lS iy (gogle 4S5 9giu Hdu dingsr AES AP BINE[TALL)!
99+ Glie 9yt 0lissy Ol 33 Py (Gl s Iadiuhls sp3)da 4 clias (goal
OLE ges 4islass 4S Gailads 990 Slabia 535 OSagstla 4 (a9l)aS udds idll>
4 90932 @5 Sagdilgd suiags 4 950 L  Olisyly 4S G950 iluedS 9l 553l
<952 QU 98y Gligg) 48 Liadilgds 09eisyaSs lans 1USu5s Sdaouinls I 992 5L
Ok O8syLa ol Lda Jiragish 45 ogaddad] 9 99200 Olidads (2> Lda 14y 95uilda
S4B0y09 85195 dulgued (Ble S9u 3 894 ydy (Guwdyda 3y (29,00 88131 dagls
clids 699, Ludy Ly 9%y 5335 9] A s 5 LS, Lida (5,50 509 "o tilayad”
&loods mole g(pasdi¥de @llalonde) colut (YA U950 Blie Sg20 90)4 5L
U )8 1 4 9 995l Jemsish 4 s90sllsda Al G4SAslids 9 (ol aila 1udSyeS
95425 H84iragisd ) 1ydSEy dloadeds 4idndS Spogu U 52 9 09510,4y 5 95iue
30 99ty Olssy Spdae 4 4y 993 4b ey gda 6o Lida sgegdlids 4f 4



147 30505 230

(Suloyla dd plasaty LSSy ssdiwnl! i laeddly GEsydnda osdilydS
Ol 48 5943993 LaS caedlyls K60 9 Gialuls 9 ,Sadd gagsgu (Hlulsyly

VY 4550 Gudsida cilaos Al dasS> (Ble sl afizgan 945 los &
SIS 981 Jaa3S (68 651945 Hauds Guwss SIS $3509L oylieg csgiluas
S5 4y OBl 32 GE4edS Gilayda 9 32 sila g, L ag¥es 595w (Sile
8 S5k g0yl GLalsyS g )8l E4SAa3S 483,58 3K jdundy G Cous
9 . OSASA3S 09l,5ST) Al (3,8 disey 59545948 (medy 4 O FegS> wadslias
3 GlienysS 5oyt (863,85 lgki G4SA3S5raS sads 4l 99y Ls Shdiliadglan
9 LSs3 Glaydw (Glmidude, ousla) ol ($54w (DBl .G9gs plosdu (35,

932l alzmids 5laaysS (5894iT95s 403 (S (39485, |iLiiSa9dings3S dl 93,8 sliyswe

G o8 ST ol (pdsli dager (358) Gli 4 pluds S YA s4Salay 4

Lady cogid Oloda 4 .094i5,45s (1952 5L 4o 9 995,509 leileydd (gaBsyeg 4S
9S50 4b o9l dS 3 990 02,Seaklizs (SKoyds ddid oL Sisadaly
I adle ol 4 0155 flz 9 4S 595,853 b LA dasS (55154850 «4Sazsls
Lty (eadedi) 4 993l . Blie G523 094i5,4Ss (b EE93 dizm 0L 103 Oiker

OS892,35 4iiliggss s ety 3344 9 992 Litayes (ledd (ylusylols Suilzs
elids gogdil ;a8 glgadl lda3S

4S4a3S 89Sy, 3, wlass piogl 9 cudslda gailsjdmyeg g4 (glgadl
AedS OB4ly 89l,5SS) 4y Ol SdasS> g lids Sunghy e AedS OS63ls5
S il da3S dS 090,80 cllold 4b il 809,58 cogailuo 94l gy 951
35 5941903 (sniety 453 A Ceanagilins 0Ly 35 4S9z [iSeads oL p¥4 (Ble
o4 48 ila s gds dizm saiailardisla G453, I 0L oz Lot 80509 Blike
Slas sopds 3as GBIl gazsl A oaladisla a4 0953948 A Gazgls
095215 YT Gl G5 (5090,35 A Gileilas slods 9 oda 5995155 g4z ol ilasads

OB Ulatsla (HIEGHL 35 4igdSesds sy 4 413,



DIr9 g fesss 3 bafap 148

008 OLS 43S (§515ids 4S Tauilinydy G5uyleflin 59l J4S A @lgda (ro9ds s4p4]
30 OliogdilalsS S3a 4iggad 3u ogidSh Oo)lol GosdilyaS JnyS pluliy€ s
GaSaudy |EIS, Hawdd oy GlhegtihaSal Ha oL 9 oylss (04K Ty
Gl Azl 5y GlAe Gouo 4i Jda3S Lasgyda il 32 obolesiy olojes
S25S 691,583, 0485 19 (SHE 0l p Ll G4z 9l (509803 9 idagSim V¥ duos 589550
9920 ol (S olssdts wddda luafda Glale 84 45 gouy ola ssiiola
(095295340 Ihdy AL (63358 S4a3S 9 Sl G9aSTy adibls g 4SS5
683948 S4dzoli 6535 (SISTAS (s 0950 8908 4y sdae (9sdbida Sil9ds

94i9gsle Ia3S 1 dy 5998l liwsysS




149 59505 509

Ldz Jdapd
Hdiodida
ObogdilyaS 354

Slae S92 3



D39 g Jois 3 699 150

THE INDEPENDENT ON SUNDAY

28 APRIL 1991

Mercy mission to the
ontiers of despair

AMANI lay in the dirt of » public
park in Piransbahr, ber left hand
pawing at 3 pile of dus, Her
mouth opened a5 if to scream, but
there was no sound. She was one
year old. Mer mother, Sabar,
woked on sileatly and dey-cyed.
There were no tears, just depres-
voa and bewilderment. A man
jointed at Amani. “Our childrea
are dying. Whero is the help that
(e woeld gives w?™
Tee Iranians answer that the
world bas given little, and point
out that they have been respomi-
bie for almost all the 1.5 million
1zfugees in the boeder region. Aid
sgoncies agree, aod praine the les-
iz suthorities for their efforts.
0a 19 Ageil, the Save the Chil-
ren Fund wantod to send sup-
‘ies 10 Urumiyeh, the capital of
Vest Azethaljan, where there are
50,000 refugees. Flash Airlines,
a Nigoriaa company, was char-
tered for n flight that was duc 10
leave Beitain at Q,Mlpm on the

Iriday. A day lmtes, the gpcds
were sl m Stansted airport.
plane had deopped o(f
Azcrbaijas es route 1O mn.

bat Urumiyeh alrport had run out
of foel It ok sntil Satuedsy
morniag for e crew to find

Adam Sage flies with a planeload of
Kurdish aid — into a deadly morass

9.300m: Fiosh Airlieas light FSHIU2 dve
mw-a\'??ma..i‘i'-
lpm  Flash A "ﬂﬁ"f.ﬂ"ﬁﬁ'k Rt

mm. mmmwwnmm
wiicods plone, Ovrm ferry deives fo Pironshahy.
»mc«mmhwof

da: Sopoiien dariboted 10 PUAIDRRS 5. /51t & )

Loadon. They took off again with
32 was of 1eaas, blankets, chil-
drea’s clothes and plastic sheet-
ing. Ground staff forced the cargo
door shut with a fork-lft truck.
Five hours later, at dam local
time, the DCS linded 2t
Urumiyeh. The was de-

cuough to get to Istanbul, and it
was evening before they reached

sarport
sered mpl for an official stand.

six 10 eight. It was common
to find 15 or 2 people crammed
into one in West Azerbaljan.

In Uramiyeh, the interics min-
Istry official reappeared on
Wednesday ad the
four mill loaded 25 trucks, hired
foe about £30 a day. But there was
talk of a strike at the drivesy’ com-
mercial rative. Deivens
complained that the Red Cres.
cent was taking too long to load
goods, preventing them ftom ges-
un; bome until late, Again, Dy

en smoothed over the
dn!ﬁculln The Red Crescent
promised %o speed up ks loading
and the food was takes to camps.

For Save the Children, it was &

week. All the supplies froms
itain ard much the food
had been distribut~

with a Jocal facsory fior 21,211 pots,
Otber mdmmufwedb!g
gor difficulties. The French Mé
ccins da Monde was the only
charity oa the boeder above Pir-
anshahr, It had four teots, 30

Lwgios yduwd) OLS5D) 9 0150 6339l 09diluggideliisy Y Al 0gaSuss d) GlaiB4S dasS 0)8 So2)9
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Emergency

Response

Iskakveren Kurdish refugee camp on the Turkisk!Irag border.

Photo: Peter PoorelSCF.

Dlawer Ala’Aldeen

Dr Ala’Aideen 1s a Kurdish docsor specsaltsing i infectious diseases, He has
recently vinted botk [ragi and framaan Kurdistan,

Following the March to April crisis, nearly 1.2 million Iraqi Kurds crossed the border to
Iran and more than half a million reached the border with Turkey. Towards the end of
April, groups of refugees started to return from Iran back to Iraq. The numbers
increased over the weeks and by the end of May, more than half a million had crossed the

border towards Iraq.

A new stuation was created by the presence of these
displaced groups akegside the original mbabitants in the
Bberated areas of Iraqi Kurdistan. Liberated areas are
those areas under the control of the Peshanargas (Kundish
guerilla foeces), owtside Allied or Iragi control, and
inchade several major towns, dozens of semall towns and
bundreds of willages. These areas have po form of
compeehensive infrastrucrure and host more thaa a
mllion people. The financial and political capabulies of
lb: Pulmum: do met cmable them to provide the
for peoper The majority of
the people have run out of moaey and there are very few
Dbi Thtplmofbnc[ood!uﬁlm:kyhxgh
i now i evident,
mong chikdren,

The majority of the people in the Arbil area, which |
visited, inhabit the beavily overcrowded larges towss
which had ot been destroyed during the village destrue-
tion peried of 1536-1989. However, some of the formerly
destroyed villages bave been re-imbabited with people
sccommodated in half-ruined houses or newly erected
tents, Transpoet is good and security is peovided by the

Peshmargas. Although there s no sheetage of water
(speings, small rivers, waterfalls) there & a serous
probles of contamination.

The baggest bealth peoblem and most prevalest
Miqwbﬁfm(-ﬂlw 30-40% of cut-patient

dasts). The dasease is § ing every day and is
caused by the lack of proper sanitation and scwape
Poblic bealth measures including
bhealth education, chlorination of the water sepply,

cunli Wd-nﬁdmﬁudyuillowryouu

In Ranis for
mnct,tkyhddfudymupabngmwwmdem
triple vaccine.

Diasthoea comes next, Children are the maia victims
and there have been soores of deaths from dehydration.
Oral redydration salts, cannulas and needies ace in short
supply, thoegh in each of the main bospitals a kange room
has been allocated for ORS therapy. In these rooms
mothers are taught how 10 feed their sack children. Each
mﬁuwﬁmmmhcmmmrydumd
after rehydrating her baby, the
bome.

CONTENTS

thousands of mines were plasted. People are scared of
deviating from the maim roads to the hills or to thar
farms, Dyanah hospital bad treated 45 victims during the
week before my arrival,
Except for the hospirdl in Dyanab, the other
bospitals and the small clinics in the liberated areas were
destroyed during the crisis in March and Apnl, Grougs

can caly be described 25 miraculous, aad the service they
provade is excellent.

The hospitals are running ar half capacity due 1o lack
of blankets, sheets, pillows and other equipmest.
Appropeiate deugs are in shoet supply. Radology equip-
mlmlnllyhmmbmhenﬂmm
were using expired films and chemicals. Since the
invation of Kewait sad the impaosition of sanctions by the
mternational community, fraq has not impocted new
materials and the cxisting ones are mostly cxpered,

In summary, 3 coasbination of public health mea-
sures and medical supplics are required 1o control the
outhreaks of infectious diseases. Health and medial
expertise already exius in the bocal community and there
© 3 high level of motivation. Above all, the Kerdish
people i these areas need the chance to rebuild the social
and economic infrastructere destroved by Saddam Hus-
san,

Large amounts of moaey have beea donated in the
West and it is crecial that this meoey 1 now
20 the rebuilding of villages and establishing the much
pooded services and supporting infrastructures.
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Doctor warns of disaster

facing exiled Kurds

Report by Judith Perera

Over amillion Kurds who fled
tolran and Turkey in the spring
have now returned to Irag, but
many of those from areas now
under Iraqi or Allied control
have not returned to their
homes

Instead they prefer to stay in
areas controlied by the Kurdish
peshmergas and the result,
says Dr Diawer Ala'Aldeen,
who has just returned from the
region, is a ‘disaster in the

Malnutrition and disease are
slready beginning to 1ake thew
tollin the grossly
overcrowded towns, he says
The major towns involved
nclude Rawanduz, Dyanah,
Sgaglawa, Hari, Rania, Qala,

81 LVONTINVIR I & FUSI VRT3 )
Eod9z (w95 4alify) ) Iailiws)sS
3 (edip cans Juas) S5 sl
Sbliydw A 0)835 945 . S0943,S 9
9 ISl 5 dlbaysd salSehHa
RLERENS

o9des odb Cwlyogl

dYanjy,

Diza, Halabsa, Penjuin, as well
as dozens of smaller towns
andvillages. Similar problems
are also beginning to affect
the "safe haven’ areas from
which Allied forces have
withdrawn.

Public health and medical
services are unable to cope
with the huge influx of people,
many of whom are living in
tents or the ruins of villages
destroyed over the past few
years by the Iragiarmy. The
town of Dyanah, for instance,
is currently hosting 10 times
more pecple than normal,

Moreover, none of the aid
which has been collected for
the Kurds through
international appeals is
reachingthese areas asitis
being channelled mainly
through UN agencies and the

MEH For more information inser 4 in the enquiry box

6 MIDOLE EAST HEALTH SEPTEMEER 1931

Iragi government. Many
hospitals and chnics were
destroyed during the conflict
last March and April, but
Kurdish doctors, nurses and
paramedics have rebuilt many
of them in the past few
months. ‘What they have
achievedinsuchashorttimeis
miraculous,’ says Dr
Ala’Aldeen, ‘and the service
they provide is excellent.” But
the problem is lack of
equipment, medicines and
specialists. ‘Only half the
capacity is used due to lack of
blankets, sheets, pillows and
other basic equipment,” he
reports.

Although the hospital
facilities exist, major surgery is
out of the question b

affected, with many dying from
dehydration, Thereisa
desperate need for cannulas,
oral rehyaration salts,
intravenous fiuids and
antibiotics to cope with the
situation. Doctorsin the
region fear a cholera outbreak
which they would be unable to
control,

Malnutrition s increasingly
becominga problem,
especially among children
suffering from chronic
diarrhoea. There s no
immunity and the resultisa
failure to thrive, which leaves
them susceptible to other
infections. The situation is
exacerbated because foodis
becoming shortand
expensive inthe region and
most famikes have already
used up all their savings.

The resultis a general rise in
inf di especially

"

thereare no
surgeons and no drugs for
anaesthesa. Simdarly,
laboratory tests and X-rays are

P Y . 85
overall health declines. There
isadesperate need for
antibiotics of all kinds,

o

nolonger ble b
chemicals have run out and
film stock has been used up.

Dentists cannot work
properly because there are no
temporary or permanent
metal fillings and no local
anaesthetics, somost
problems have to be treated
by extracton,

The major problem at
presentis typhoid, which
accounts for most hospital
admissions. Every hospitalis

penicillin, ampiciin and
cotrimoxazol, as well as drugs
for scabies, malana and fungi,
Hospital are also having to
deal with people injured by
land mine explosions.
Thousands of mines were
planted in the area by Iraqi
forces and the government
now says it has lost the maps
showing where they are
located. Anyone straying
from main roads is at risk and

receiving over 1,000 casesa the major hospitals see
weekandbedsinsurgicaland  around 50 cases aweek.
paediatric wards are being As aresult of overcrowding,
used for these patients, poor sanitation and lack of
Isolation is no longer possible. food, the people of Kurdistan

Treatmentis by are already suffering from
chloramphenicol, given widespread disease and

Ji ssly for | day mal 1. If somethingis
when itis available, and then not done S00n 1o ensure
capsules. The main cause is supplies of basic medicine and

bad sanitation and
contaminated water supples
made worse by over: ding.

food and toimprove housing
and public health they will be
faci idemic and

Health workers would like to
organise avaccination
programme, but they lack the
vaccines

Another growing problem s
diarrhoes, caused manly by
amoebae and shigella.
Children are the worst

gep
starvation,
Atpresent the weather is

fine, butin a few months time
it will be winter and many of
those new living in tents and
ruined villages who manage to
survive iliness and hunger will
die of cold.
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DEATH CLOUDS

Saddam Hussein's Chemical War Against the Kurds

Written by

Dr. Dlawer Ala'Aldeen

\-

“Like figures unearthed at Pompeii, the victims of Halabja were Killed so quickly that their
corpses remained in suspended animation. There was the plump baby whose face, frozen in a
scream, stuck out from under the protective arm of a man, away from the open door of a house
that he never reached. Nearby, a family of five who had been siting in their garden eating lunch
were cut down - the killer gas not even sparing the family cat or the birds in the tree, which
littered the well-kept lawn. The Iraqi bombers first struck last Wednesday, dropping the chemical
agents relentlessly and leaving behind the groans of the mustard gas victims, the trail of refugees
and the haunting wax work figures frozen by cyanide vapour." The Times. 22.3.1988.
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